Stop Dumping Death on Us.

We have the right to live too.

Watch the campaign video:

What is this campaign?
Kutoka Network together with local communities
and other relevant stakeholders is very worried
about the current situation of the Dandora
Municipal Dumpsite. This has led the network
and its partners to start a campaign aimed to open a
dialogue with relevant institutional actors which can
solve this problem. The name of the campaign
which expresses the urgency of this issue is
“Stop Dumping Death On Us.
We have the Right to Live Too”.

What is the problem?

1. Nairobi has over 4,000,000 inhabitants and just
one dumping site.

2. There is no legal framework for solid waste
management.

3. More than 2,000 tonnes of rubbish are brought
here every day

4. This dumping site, covering 30 acres, has been
located in a poor residential area for over 30
years

5. In 2001, it was declared full and a health
hazard for the neighbouring population

6. Chemical, hospital, industrial, agricultural and
domestic waste is dumped here and left
unprocessed

7. Due to the lack of space, people are obliged to
burn the waste

8. Toxic fumes continuously contaminate the air

9. This issue is closely linked to various interests
and illegal activities

10. The Nairobi River borders the dumping site,
and its water is highly contaminated

11. Over 900,000 people are directly affected by
this dumping site

http://www.youtube.com/stopdumpingdeath

The Dandora Municipal Dumpsite burning at night. The toxic smokes are a 24 hours a day hazards for about 900,000 residents of the area.

What are the consequences?

1.

UNEDP has recently completed a study on the
dumping site and its impact on public health. The
research discovered a shocking truth: the dumping
site is a major source of dioxins, furans, lead and
cadmium which are highly toxic for human beings.
These elements cause irreversible damage to the
immune, nervous, endocrine and reproductive
systems.

Respiratory, gastro-intestinal and skin diseases,
anaemia and different kinds of cancers are just a few
of the diseases shown to be caused by the dumping
site.

Half of the children tested during the research had
concentrations of lead in their blood exceeding
international accepted levels.

Half of them were also suffering from respiratory
diseases, including chronic bronchitis and
asthma.

This situation is also affecting the learning process of
the kids in the area.

Data from only one dispensary in Kariobangi show
that, since 2006, the number of patients who have
been treated for respiratory tract abnormalities has
quadrupled. More than 20,000 patients in the last 6
months.

Every day thousands of people use the dumping site
to find food and recyclables to sell to the industries.
Even people living far from the dumpsite are affected
by consuming contaminated food. Pigs, cows,
chickens and goats are feeding inside the dumping
site, while people are growing vegetables on
contaminated soil, nearby the polluted water of
Nairobi River, and selling the vegetables to the local
markets.



Why have we started the current campaign?

1. In 2001, when the dumping site was declared
full and a health hazard, a campaign began for
its relocation.

2. Many steps have been taken so far: studies,
demonstrations, and petitions.

3. The government authorities have promised
several times to take appropriate action but the
post-election violence shifted their priorities.

4. Now is the right time to take immediate action:
in the last three months the dumping site and
its smoke have reached unprecedentedly high
levels.

Considering that:

1. Approximately 80% of the waste is recyclable

2. recycling offers economic and employment
opportunities

3. many donors and UN agencies are willing to
fund a proper solid waste management system

4. The Government has started a programme to
clean up the Nairobi River which borders the
dumpsite.

5. The Government is implementing a slum
upgrading programme in Korogocho aimed at

What is Kutoka Network?

EXODUS
The KUTOKA NETWORK is a < ‘ A
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who minister to people living in
various Nairobi informal settlements.

In 2002, we started coming together to learn about
and discuss the multiple issues we face in our daily
work. Together we look at the problems affecting
the people in the slums. The aim of the network is
to analyse the reality of the slums, to share
experiences, to reflect together, to plan common
initiatives and actions and to highlight positive
aspects of the reality. Most of our actions lobby the
government and other stakeholders to find together
with the slums dwellers the solutions to the
problems affecting our communities.

We look together at the problems which are
affecting the people in the slums and lobby the
government, local authorities and other stakeholders
for the benefit of slums dwellers. We work to create
policies and new plans to help slum dwellers work
their way out of poverty. We believe that the
affected communities must work together with the
local government city planners in order to identify,
to study and to map and develop a new vision of

improving the living conditions of residents.

What is the campaign proposing?

The campaign proposes to:

1. immediately close the Dandora dumping site

2. create a policy for waste management

3. create recycling infrastructures and formal
employment for the people currently working
around the dumping site

4. relocate the dumping site into a non-residential
area where only the non-recyclable waste will be
dumped

5. reclaim and decontaminate the Dandora area

6. on 10th December 2009, World Human Rights
Day. The campaign invites you to take part in a
public forum in Korogocho involving the key
stakeholders to discuss solutions to this human rights
violation.

Who can join and support this campaign?

Individuals and organisations which share our concerns

are free to join our campaign. We need you to join us.

For joining or for more info, drop us an e-mail:

stopdumpingdeath@gmail.com or call our coordinator

Fr. John Webootsa 0715 112918 or 0736622093

those areas giving availability of services, affordability,
habitability and other facilities for the full benefit of that
community.

So far, we have implemented several actions and done
publications to deepen the understanding of slum
realities. We lobbied the Church hierarchy, Embassies,
United Nations, Government and City Council;
documentation has been sent and advocacy undertaken
with national and international bodies. Our projects have
been supported by international organisations such as
Concern Worldwide, Caritas, Misereor, Cordaid,
CAFOD.

Our members include
all the Catholic
parishes affected by the
dumpsite: Holy Cross,
Dandora; Sacred
Heart, Baba Dogo;
Holy Trinity,
Kariobangi; St. John's,
Korogocho

More information is
available at
www.kutokanet.com

Korogocho Children
dancing and inhaling
toxic smokes.




