Archbishop calls for end to violent rent dispute - World - Kenya - Brief Article

National Catholic Reporter, Dec 28, 2001 by Gill Donovan

KENYA: Following a week of bloody clashes between landlords and tenants over rent in one of Africa's largest slums, the archbishop of Nairobi has called upon the Kenyan government to deal with the problem of life in the slums.

"[We need] a policy such that people know what the landlord should charge," Archbishop Raphael S. Ndingi Mwana'a Nzeki said about the dispute in Kibera, a desolate Nairobi slum that is home to an estimated 700,000 people.

Although a rent tribunal exists in theory, it has never been involved in mediating any disputes or setting rents, Nzeki said.

Nzeki's comments come after bitter fighting between landlords attempting to collect rents and tenants who refused to pay.

Violence broke out Dec. 3, a few days after Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi and Raila Odinga, leader of the opposition National Development Party and a member of parliament, called on landlords to cut their rents by at least 50 percent.

Initially, tenants beat up landlords who came to collect their rent, citing Moi and Odinga's comments as justification for not paying. The violence turned into mass rioting that included looting, raping, razing houses, and other crimes. By Dec. 10, more than 12 people were dead and scores injured.

Briefs, gathered from news services, correspondents and staff, are compiled and edited by Gill Donovan.
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