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Illegitimate Debt Repudiation in the World Social Forum 2007
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1.
Summary

Catholic Economic Justice (CEJ) for more than one year and a half has been implementing an inter-religious Postcard Debt Campaign, which supports the repudiation of the illegitimate debt. More than 85.000 signed postcards were collected and dialogue with the Kenyan government and European Embassies has been opened.

Now CEJ wants to seize the opportunity of the World Social Forum (WSF) taking place in Nairobi in January 2007 to increase the awareness of what the debt burden means for impoverished people.
For this, CEJ wants to hold two seminars, to inform the general public and increase gather attention on the debt issue. The first seminar will be on how is the Kenyan Debt being managed, the second to get to know how other countries are confronting their foreign debt. Posters and postcards will be printed and a human chain will be done.

2.
What is the Catholic Economic Justice?

The Catholic Economic Justice (CEJ) Network is an interest and lobby group of Catholic Institutions or affiliated organizations hosted at the AMECEA offices. Its members so far are the Kenya Episcopal Conference-Catholic Secretariat (through Catholic Justice and Peace Commission and Research and Advocacy Department), the Justice & Peace Desk of AMECEA, Congregations of Jesuits, Comboni Missionaries/Sisters, Consolata Sisters, Missionaries of Our Lady of Africa, Missionaries of Africa, Sisters of Mercy, Association of Sisterhood of Kenya – Justice and Peace Commission, Tangaza College, Sominerec, Catholic Information Service of Africa, Chemchemi ya Ukweli, Italian Christian Workers Associations, Diakonia and Caritas Italiana.

In the spirit of reaching out to NGOs, CEJ collaborates with Kenya Debt Relief Network, and in the spirit of ecumenism, CEJ collaborates with Hindu Council of Kenya, Supreme Council of Kenyan Muslims and Anglican Church of Kenya.

Inspired by the Catholic Social Teachings, the Catholic Economic Justice (CEJ) is a working group, including Catholic religious and lay people working for economic justice. They work in close partnership with other faith-based groups and non-governmental organizations that are lobbying for justice in international economic relationships.

CEJ studies the impact of international and global policies and treaties that affect the lifestyle of the people in the Catholic Association of Member Episcopal Conferences of Eastern Africa (AMECEA) region (Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, Malawi, and Zambia, Djibouti and Somalia are affiliate members). CEJ has engaged in an effective dialogue with those who are better positioned to transform the rules that govern economic behavior.

CEJ focuses on issues of international trade and economic globalization. Following the Pastoral Letter of the Catholic bishops of Kenya On the Burden of International Debt, CEJ particularly advocates for debt cancellation or repudiation for Kenya and is spearheading a ‘Debt Postcard Campaign’ among other activities to that effect.
3.
What is the WSF?

The World Social Forum is an open meeting place: 

- for reflective thinking, 

- democratic debate of ideas, 

- formulation of proposals, 

- free exchange of experiences and interlinking for effective action, 

The World Social Forum is a plural, diversified, non-confessional, non-governmental and non-party context that, in a decentralized fashion, interrelates organizations and movements engaged in concrete action at levels from the local to the international to built another world. 

http://wsf2007.org/ 
4.
CEJ in the WSF

Objectives:

· Present the reality of the debt

· Increase awareness of the reality of the debt

· Call the attention of the general public

· Networking and sharing with other actors working on the same issues.

· Building collaborations & strategies for the future.

Activities:

A.
CEJ Booth.

CEJ will book a booth (3x4 metres) inside the WSF space.

We want our booth to be inside the area where other debt initiatives around the world will gather.

At the booth there will always be a minimum of two people.

1. The booth will have banners clearly stating who are we and our slogans.

2. Flyers will be given. Some of them will have few impact-words, others will present more us & our campaign.

3. Flyers advertising our seminars and our Human Chain will also be prepared and distributed.

4. An exhibition explaining Kenya debt situation and our campaign will also be prepared.

5. CEJ publications will be sold (a part of the budget can be used to lower a bit the costs of the booklets for WSF delegates who cannot afford the full price).


6. A white cloth can be put close to the booth and people can leave their thoughts about debt.

7. A performance of the Hoperaisers (young singers from Korogocho singing on debt & economic justice) will be held close to the booth to attract attention.

8. Some interactive debt-game (i.e. giving fake money and asking for interests) can be organized at the booth according the availability of people preparing and doing the games.

9. Video Projections of debt videos will take place at our booth.

B.
Seminars
We want the seminars to go beyond giving information. 

They should be moments of learning from other experiences, networking with other actors, and strategising for future actions.

The use of written material distributed during the seminar will allow us to not use all the seminar time to explain the basic concepts.

The seminars will be recorded & the materials will be used also after the forum.

Due to the fact that we organise only two seminars and that we will most probably collaborate with others, we will request for venues for more than 400people.

Seminar One
Kenya’s Debt & Kenya’s Actions

Length: 2-2.30 hours

Contents:

1. Concepts & Context

a. Brief introduction on the concepts of Illegitimate and Odius Debt, explaining why “refusing to pay is justice.”

b. Explanation of the debt stakeholders and their responsibilities.
c. Brief introduction on the present Kenya Debt situation.

    Including precise data and implications (money to serve the debt are not used for health, education, …)

(the above introduction will be short, but written materials will be distributed with more information on those concepts).

2. CEJ Campaign

Introduction of our campaign:

- The aim

- What we have achieved

- What we want to achieve

- How we want to achieve it

- Which are the benefit of the campaign

3. Other Campaigns & Actions in Kenya

Listening other experiences

4. Final open forum
Sharing and learning from each other, thinking future collaborations.

Seminar Two
Debt: learning from other countries on illegitimate debt, conversion & other issues.

Length: 2-2.30 hours

Contents: 

1. Illegitimate debt.

How to identify illegitimate debt: learning from other countries experience.

Create an international civil society body monitoring the illegitimate debt?

Identify common strategies on illegitimate debt.

2. Conversion: 

how can the civil society monitors the funds?

How to avoid abuses?

Learning from other countries: Guinea Bissau & Zambia (caritas speaker).

3. HIPC

Advantages & Disadvantages, comparative analysis of country inside the HIPC list and outside.

C. Human Chain
The 24th of January is a day where the different thematic areas gather together to plan global actions. The day can start with a Human Chain on the issue of debt putting together every interested person.

200 Flags will be prepared, with the possible collaboration of GADO, the flags can contain our message: “debt is slavery, refusing to pay is justice”.

Specific materials (posters, flyers, exhibition, flags, …) will be prepared to inform on the campaign and on the events we propose during the WSF.

5.
Budget for CEJ activities during the WSF

	ITEM
	DESCRIPTION
	Price/unit USD
	Unit
	AMOUNT IN USD

	1.0
	Workshop 1
	 
	 
	 

	1.1
	Transport for facilators from all over the World
	1000
	4
	4000

	1.2
	Accomodation for facilitators
	25
	8
	200

	1.3
	Printing of materials
	100
	4
	400

	1.4
	Lunch
	5
	8
	40

	1.5
	Venue (over 400people)
	600
	1
	600

	1.6
	Registration of facilitators
	7
	4
	28

	SUB-TOTAL 1
	 
	 
	5268

	2.0
	Workshop 2
	 
	 
	 

	2.1
	Transport for facilators
	50
	4
	200

	2.2
	Accomodation for facilitators
	25
	8
	200

	2.3
	Printing of materials
	100
	4
	400

	2.4
	Lunch
	5
	8
	40

	2.5
	Venue (over 400people)
	600
	1
	600

	2.6
	Registration of African facilitors
	7
	4
	28

	SUB-TOTAL 2
	 
	 
	1468

	3.0
	Posters
	 
	 
	 

	3.1
	Printing
	10
	200
	2000

	SUB-TOTAL 3
	 
	 
	2000

	4.0
	Leaflets
	 
	 
	 

	4.1
	Produce
	0
	1
	0

	4.2
	Design
	0
	1
	0

	4.3
	Print
	0.04
	5000
	200

	SUB-TOTAL 4
	 
	 
	200

	5.0
	Stand
	 
	 
	 

	5.1
	Space (3x4m)
	700
	1
	700

	5.2
	Sound system
	550
	1
	550

	5.3
	Laptop and projector
	340
	1
	340

	SUB-TOTAL 5
	 
	 
	1590

	6.0
	Human Chain
	 
	 
	 

	6.1
	Leaflets
	0.04
	2000
	80

	6.2
	Flags
	3
	200
	600

	SUB-TOTAL 6
	 
	 
	680

	7.0
	Video Show
	 
	 
	 

	7.1
	Tv
	50
	1
	50

	7.2
	Video set
	50
	1
	50

	7.3
	Soft drinks
	0.20
	500
	100

	SUB-TOTAL 7
	 
	 
	200

	8.0
	Participation
	 
	 
	 

	8.1
	Transport
	0,64
	200
	128

	8.2
	WSF Registration Fee
	10
	200
	2000

	SUB-TOTAL 8
	 
	 
	2128

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	5% contingencies on the total budget
	 
	 
	 

	Overall Total From Sub-Totals of Items  (from 1 to 8)

inclusive 5% Contingencies
	 
	 
	14210


Budgetary Notes
Some items such as transport are not depending on the ticket costs therefore there might be some funds left. Any money which will eventually remain will be used for the CEJ campaign on debt.
The funds will be managed by the AMECEA Justisce & Peace office, under the responsibility of the CEJ campaign coordinator Fr. Jude Waweru. A detailed report of every expense will be provided. Full transparency and accountability will be guaranteed.
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