Raila Village Evictions
DATE:
April 23, 2004

I visited Raila Village today to view the area demolished and interview people about what happened and if they could tell their story for the video.

1. Joseph Mwendo is a member of our parish and was a tenant. He also worked at a clinic in Raila Village. He did not know about the eviction and returned from mass on that Sunday to find the house he rented down. Many things were stolen and destroyed. He brought his few possessions to the parish. The parish also facilitated him to get a new room as he had no where to go. He now works as a part time fundi at the parish.

2. Josephat Mathembe (0721-829978) was a structure owner. He owned three rooms in Raila Village. He moved to Raila Village in 1993 after he lost his job. He is a teacher. He used to live in Otiende. He is married and has 8 kids and 2 grandchildren. He survives by offering tuitions and does other small things for NGOs, etc.

When he came to Raila Village, he went and saw the assistant chief and chief who worked with the DO and he bought three rooms. There was no written agreement and everyone knew it was Crown Land at that time. He paid 20,000 Ksh per room. He used all three rooms for his family and had no tenants.  At that time, many people were coming to Raila Village and “buying land.” It was orderly.

One day in early February, strangers came to Raila Village and told the people they needed to move. They went to the chief for more information but she knew nothing. But eventually even the chief was saying people had to go.  The people asked for three days to move.  Then two tractors came two days later. It was very chaotic. Two days is too short to move.  People had nowhere to go and were running just to save their possessions. The tractors were there on Sunday and came back on Monday. A lot was lost and looted.

It involved more than 500 people. People went into Kibera or Kangaware. He is not sure where everyone dispersed to. He went down by the river and then moved back up to his current location where he is paying rent (1,000 Ksh). Right now, they have no idea what will happen. They are not sure if the tractors will come back and take out more of the area. There is a great deal of confusion. It is not safe here. They do not know what will come next.

He is not against development. They know they need the roads. But the manner in which this was done is wrong.  Why were we not consulted or even told what was going to happen? We could have done this better.

People were already poor. Now they are poorer. The little we had was destroyed. No one is taking care of the poor. 

3. Charles Lwanga Primary School

Brother Emanuel Nyageza (0733-903363) is the head teacher at the school.  The tractors demolished four class rooms that were being used by AFSCE for classes one through four. They had originally bet set aside to be used for skills training for standard 8 leavers who missed to go to secondary school, but that project never took off.

There were 100 kids in those class rooms. After the evictions, they were absorbed into the Charles Lwanga school for two weeks and then taken to temporary structures at Fort Jesus.

Three days before the tractors came, men came and marked with white paint the areas that would be demolished. It included the class rooms, toilets, water tank and the kitchen for the school. Brother begged them not to knock down the kitchen or water tank or the school would be finished. They were told it must all go down. The Brothers moved the water tank and saved the desks, etc. in the class rooms. The tractors agreed to spare the kitchen for now.

They have no title deed. In June of 1994, the DO wrote them a letter and gave them permission to put up the school so long as they used non-permanent materials like the rest of the slum area.

He said the notice was too short. Most parents of the children lived in that village and many just went deeper into Kibera. There was panic all over. Too short to move or get organized. They marked the houses on Saturday and brought the tractors on Sunday. They started with buildings in the field and moved across. They came back on Monday and finished the job.

The brothers took down the class rooms, toilets and moved the water tank. They agreed not to demolish the kitchen because the kids have to eat. The Brothers had to hire someone to take down 100 trees that had been planted. If the tractors took them down, you had to pay them.  

